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was done. But coming to Sir W. Batten to know the newes, his letter said nothing of it- but all the towne is full of a victory. By and by a letter from Sir W. Coventry tells me that we have the victory. Beat them into the Weelings;1 had taken two of their great ships; but by the orders of the Generalls they are burned. This being, methought, but a poor result after the righting of two so great fleetes, and four days having no tidings of them, I was still impatient; but could know no more. So away home to dinner, where Mr. Spong and Reeves dined with me by invitation. And after dinner to our business of my microscope to be shown some of the observables of that, and then clown to my office to looke in a darke room with my glasses and tube, and most excellently things appeared indeed beyond imagination. This was our worke all the afternoon trying the several glasses and several objects, among others,one of my plates, where the lines appeared so very plain that it is not possible to thinke how plain it was done. Thence satisfied exceedingly with all this we home and to discourse many pretty things, and so staid out the afternoon till it began to be dark, and then they away and I to Sir W. Batten, where the Lieutenant of the Tower- was, and Sir John Minnes, and the newes I find is no more or less than what I had heard before; only that our Blue squadron, it seems, was pursued the most of the time, having more ships, a great many, than its number allotted to her share. Young Sea-mour3 is killed, the only captain slain. The Resolution burned; but, as they say, most of her [crew] and commander saved. This is all, only we keep the sea, which denotes a victory, or at least that we are not beaten; but no great matters to brag of, God knows. So home to supper and to bed.
3Oth. Up, and did some business in my chamber, then by and by comes my boy's Lute-Master, and I did direct
1  In a letter from Richard Browne to Williamson, dated Yarmouth, July 3Oth, we read, "The Zealanclers were engaged with the Blue squadron Wednesday and most of Thursday, but at length the Zealandcrs ran; the Dutch fleet escaped to the Weelings and Goree " (" Calendar ui State Papers," 1665-66, p. 591).
2 Sir John Robinson.
8 Captain Hugh Seymour, of the " Foresight."